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Background



History of the TSCA Risk
Evaluations for DINP/DIDP

• 2016 – Congress passes Lautenberg Chemical Safety Act (LCSA) 
• Requires risk evaluations for all chemicals on the TSCA inventory
• EPA to designate chemicals as high priority for risk evaluation or low priority
• Manufacturers can also directly petition EPA for a risk evaluation

• EPA process for risk evaluation for chemicals designated high priority/manufacturer-
requested risk evaluations:

• Determine if a chemical presents an unreasonable risk of injury to health or the 
environment under conditions of use

• Without consideration of cost or other non-risk factors
• Including unreasonable risk to potentially exposed or susceptible subpopulation(s) 

determined to be relevant to the evaluation
• This process must be completed within 3 – 3.5 years

• 7 ortho-phthalates (including DINP & DIDP) on the TSCA Work Plan 
• Since 50% of high priority chemicals must come from TSCA Work Plan list it is likely each Work 

Plan phthalate would eventually undergo risk evaluation

• ACC HPP submits manufacturer requests for risk evaluation in 2019
• EPA grants requests December 2, 2019



Scope of TSCA Risk Evaluation is Broad

Occupational Exposure Consumer Exposure



Why TSCA Risk Evaluations of DINP & DIDP are Important

European Union Canada United States

Risk Evaluations  Rigorous
assessments 
(2006 & 2013)

 Rigorous 
assessment 
(2020)

• Not conducted

Classification / 
Safety 
Determination

 Safe for use
 No hazard 

classification 
(ECHA 2018)

 Not harmful to 
human health and 
the environment 

• Not classified

Risk Management 
Measures

 None required
 Precautionary restricts in 

mouthable toys and childcare 
articles*

 None required
 Precautionary restricts in 

mouthable toys and childcare 
articles*

• Patchwork of State 
Regulations§

*Restrictions not fully supported by existing science



The Science Points to 
a Positive Outcome



ECHA 2013 Risk Evaluation 

Current uses found safe

“No further risk management measures are 
needed to reduce the exposure of children to 
DINP and DIDP”
 Flooring
 Wire and cable
 Automotive interiors
 Wall coverings
 Roofing
 Adhesives



Environment & Climate Change 
Canada 2020 assessment 
“14 substances in the original Phthalate Substance 
Grouping [including DINP and DIDP]are not harmful to 
the environment or to human health as set out in 
section 64 of CEPA.” 
 Flooring
 Wire and cable
 Automotive interiors
 Wall coverings
 Roofing
 Toys/childcare articles 
 Adhesives



The Recent Regulatory Decisions 
Regarding Food Contact Have Been 
Positive
EFSA 2019 – exposures for all age groups are fall below the 
Tolerable Daily Intakes (TDI) set for phthalates authorized in 
food contact

Canada 2020 – analyzed all current applications including 
food contact and found phthalates as currently used are not 
harmful to the environment or to human health

US FDA 2022 – in denying two petitions seeking to revoke 
food contact authorizations for all phthalate plasticizers 
(including DINP and DIDP) the FDA stated that “based on the 
information currently available to FDA, we do not have a 
basis to conclude that dietary exposure levels from approved 
ortho-phthalates exceed a safe level.” 



Possible Scenarios

Risk Evaluation 
Scenario Description Estimated 

Probability

Scenario A o No risk determination for all occupational and consumer 
end uses for DINP & DIDP

Medium-Low

Scenario B o No risk determinations for all consumer end uses; 
o Occupational uses without PPE determined to have some 

risk; 
o Geographical impact – Limited to US

Medium-High

Scenario C (existing 
scenario today)

o No risk determinations for all DIDP consumer end uses; 
o Risk determinations for legacy uses* for DINP; 
o Occupational risk determination(s) remain;
o Geographical impact – Limited to US

Low-Medium



Potential Timeline

December 2, 
2019: 

EPA Accepts 
Manufacturer-

requested 
risk evaluations 
for DINP and 

DIDP

2019

January 2, 
2020: Risk 
evaluations 

commence for 
DINP and DIDP 

– EPA has 3 
years to 
complete

January 2, 
2023: Risk 
evaluations 
expected 

to be 
completed 

by EPA

July 2, 2023: 
Anticipated 
completion 
date if EPA 

uses 
statutorily-

granted 
6 month 

extension for 
completion

2020 2023



Example TSCA Risk Summary Tables - HBCD



Example TSCA Risk Summary Tables - HBCD



Any Questions?



Thank You

For more information: 
eileen_conneely@americanchemistry.com 
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